Government 2306

Regional Communities Assignment:
Write a Letter to your State Legislator

What concerns you?

It is essential, in a legitimate government, for the voice of the people to be heard and heeded. Otherwise, our Republic won’t work. As citizens, it is our responsibility to reach out to those who govern us and direct their actions.

Write a three-paragraph (minimum) letter to your Texas Representative or Senator outlining a problem you see with who gets what, where, when, why, and how, and your ideas for solutions to that problem. If this official has addressed that issue, give them constructive feedback on their approach. You should do a bit of research on the legislator’s stance—on a separate sheet of paper, include two correct citations in APA format for the sources you use.

You should use formal business formatting for your outreach and submit your letter and works cited to your instructor. Remember to remain courteous in your writing! You may find the Purdue OWL website helpful for formatting your communication:
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/653/01/

Requirements:
· Must write about a salient state issue. Look for a bill or issue proposed for the next legislative session.
· You must include two sources (minimum): 
· The first must be the website of your state representative or senator as evidence of their views on your chosen topic. 
· The second must be a recent (within past 60 days) news article on the chosen topic. This must be a legitimate, non-biased news source that uses original fact reporting. See “Media Bias Chart” in blackboard.
· To find your elected officials, you may use the following website: https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home. You must write to your member of the Texas Legislature – either your Texas House member or Texas Senate member. (NOTE: DO NOT write to Ted Cruz, John Cornyn, Louie Gohmert, or any other member of the United States Congress. Doing so will result in a “0”)

Due Date: November 29

Points Possible: 100

[bookmark: _GoBack]For 5 Bonus Points: Mail a copy of your letter to your chosen elected official. Email a photo of you mailing the letter to Prof. Owens by November 30.
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